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I need hardly tell you that these questions have received
my attention and my consideration for years past; I have
spoken and written on them during the last two years; and
during the preceding twenty-six years I had constantly to
deal with many of them in official correspondence. It is
perhaps known to all of you that the Government of India
and the Local Government permit and encourage the ut-
most freedom to all officials in the expression of their
opinions in official correspondence on the administrative
questions which constantly come up for discussion. It is
in the course of such discussions that the men in the Civil
Service come to know and to respect each other's opinions,
and are often brought in closer contact with each other.
And as we are holding this present meeting of our Con-
gress in the North-West of India, I recall to-day with pride
that it was in the course of a discussion of this nature over
the Bengal Tenancy Bill which was passed into law in
1885, that I had the pleasure and the privilege of first
knowing that sympathetic ruler and that distinguished
statesman whom you now claim as Lieutenant-Governor of
these provinces, but whom we in Bengal are proud to
claim as originally of the Bengal Civil Service.
Gentlemen, I often felt it my duty hi the course of these
official discussions to suggest reforms on the basis of accept-
ing in a larger degree the cooperation of the people of India
hi the administration of the country. And although I have
ceased to be an official now, I still consider it my duty to
do what lies in my humble power to advise and! help the
Government of the day in the great task of a good and
successful administration based on the cooperation of the
people. And it is because this is precisely the object of the
Indian National Congress—it is because it is your aim, and
endeavour to sustain and help British administration based

